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1 . A method for determining the allergic status of an individual 
comprising: \ 

a- exposing a cell-linel which is a secretor variant of mast cell 

or basophil lineage and is transfected with a moiety capable 
of binding human IgH, to a sensitizing agent; 

b. challenging the celWhTe with at least one allergen; and 

c. determining the release of mast cell or basophil mediators in 
response to said challenge. 

2. A method according tolClaim 1 wherein said mast cefl-flne is 
an RBL-2H3 cell-line which is transacted with the a-chain at least ot the 
human high-affinity receptor for IgE. \ 

3. A method according to\ Claim 1 wherein said sensitizing 
agent is human igE. \x 

4. A method according to aW preceding Claim wherein said 
celWine is pre-incubated in a solution containing a radio active marker. 

5. A method according tcKQam 4 wherein said marker is 
tritiated histamine. / / V\ 

S. a method according to Claim \ wherein said marker is 14C 

arachadonic acid. \ 

7. A method according tott Claims 1-3 wherein 

spectrophotometric means is used to determine release of mediators. 

5 # A method according to Claims 1-*> wherein said release of 

mediators is determined using an immunoassay technique* 
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9. An assay 

individual comprising: 



for determining the allergic status of an 



a celMine which is a secretor variant of a mast cell-line or a 
basophil cell-iine and is transfected with a moiety capable of 
binding human ig£; 

a test allergen; artd 



means necessary \to determine the absence or presence of 
an immune respor 



10. An assay kit accordjpg^to Claim 9 wherein the cell-line is an 
10 RBL-2H3 celMine which is tratefected with the alpha-chain at least of 

the human high-affinity receppr fqr IgE. 

11. An assay kit iccopdlita td Claims 9 or 10 wherein there is 
further provided a pre-determjned amoint of radio active marker. 
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Claim 1 1 wherein said marker is 



12. An assay kit according to 

tritiated histamine. 



13. An assay kit according to Claim 1 1 wherein said radio active 

marker is arachadonic acid. 
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14. An assay kit according tA Claims 9 or 10 wherein there is 
provided a chromogen means for measuring release of mediators. 

15. An assay kit according to\ Claims 9-13 wherein there is 
provided immunoassay means for measuring release of mediators. 
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16. A method for d< 

ailergenicity of a pre-selected sul 



stance 



ini ng the pote ntial irritancy or 
mprising: 



exposing a mast celMWe and/or basophil cell-line to said 



substance in the absence qf e-se roifemg -ag e nt ; and . 

Y I & S^ns*/ / ) - 



/9 J r^f' 
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then determining the release of mast cell and/or basophil cell 
mediators in respons to said exposure. 



17. a method for determining the potential irritancy or 

allergenicity or a pre-select substance comprising: 

C ____ 
a. exposing a cell-line, which is a secratoj^vaflent-crmast cell 

or basophil liniage arjclJs^rafisTected with a njojety. capable 



18. 



"of bindirraJwmaTT^E., ! lrr"saia substance in either the 
ce^r-presence of a sensitising agent; and 

then determining the release of mast cell and/or basophil cell 
mediators in response to said exposure. 

A method according to Slajm.16 o r 17 wherein said cell-line 

£ 
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is a high-s^retDc-vanant— 

\ Oaw^ \u 

A method according to jC fa i m 1 0, 1 7 u i itT wherein the cel\- 
line is a secretor variant of RBlj-2H3. 

20 A method according to A CiaTnTS-46-49-wherein said cell-line 

is pre-incubatedwtth a marker. \ 
A \ 

A method according to Claim 20 wherein the marker is 
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triteted 5-hydroxytjyptamin^r 



Claim 20 wherein the marker is 1*C 



amFne.'^ s ^ 

22. A method accordi ' 
arachadonic acid. % , m 

23. A method according tb Claims 1 0 H* 1 wherein the method * v< - 
comprises exposing said celt-line tola chromogen which changes colour 

as a result of the presence of an immunogenic reaction. 



24. A method according teypaims 16=22. wherein the method wO 



comprises exposing said celMine 7 tb a^BTTfOnpaq ar means for 
measuring release of mediators, \A ^ .ra&d-fafrWOQSSQU) 
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25. A theraperttic -composition composing a substance 

containing a Oterminal Vsine residue for the inhibition of mediator 
release in an allergic reaction. 



26. The use of a 

residue for the manufacture 
release from activated mast 



27. The use of a 

a mast cell of basophil 
activation of the m 
- medicament for the 



substance containing a C-terminaJ arginine 
of a medicament for the inhibition of mediator 
cells or basophil cells in an allergic reaction. 



:ance comprising a substrate or inhibitor of 
ceil endoprotease secreted in response to 
cell or basophil cell for the manufacture of a 
tmeJpM an allergic reaction. 



28. A therapeutic composition accordinfg to Cteim 27 wherein 
said protease is a serine enqpprotease. 

29. A therapeutic composition according to Claim 27 wherein 
said substrate is p-toluenesulphonyl-L-arginine methyl ester (TAME). 

30. A therapeutic composition according to Claim 27 wherein the 
inhibitor is a human IgE-derived pentapeptide (HEPP). 
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